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format (as amended Claim 1), making the new Claim 1 and its dependent Claims 2-7, and 
9-1 1 allowable (Claims 12-18 were allowed). 

That December 17 Amendment has never reached examiner Sealy, and the patent 
Office issued the Final Office Action on December 31, 2003 instead of allowance. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Final Office Action of December 3 1 , 2003 
be withdrawn. 
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